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(57) Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an 
image-processing unit, where the authentication 
capability is considerably enhanced by specifying the 
operator or a device on the occurrence of forgery of a 
paper money or the like, so as to enable tracing of 
under which circumstance the forgery is conducted. 

SOLUTION: This processing unit is provided with a 
scanner section 1 1 that reads an image on an original, a 
ROM 13 that stores electronic watermark data added to 
image data outputted from the scanner section 11 by 
which a device in use or the user is identified, a 
control section 12 for applying additional processing to 
image data of the watermark data stored in the ROM 13, 
and an interface means for outputting the image data 
with the watermark data added to them to a printer 
section 14 or a communication section 16. 
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